
Roadmap for Writing Skills 
Progression



Progression of Writing Skills: 

Handwriting

Key Stage 1

Form lower-case 

and capital 

letters correctly.

Use clear finger 

spaces.

Letters formed 

and sized 

correctly.

Lower Key Stage 2

Move towards joined handwriting.

Secure, joined handwriting.

Upper Key Stage 2

Fluent, joined, 

legible 

handwriting.

(consistent across 

pieces).



Progression of Writing Skills: 

Grammar & Punctuation

Key Stage 1
Simple sentences with capital 
letters and full stops; occasional 
question mark.
Basic nouns.
Write statements, questions, 
commands, exclamations.
Use capital letters for proper 
nouns.
Mostly accurate demarcation.
Begin coordination (and, but, so, 
or).
Begin subordination (because, if, 
when).
Tenses mostly accurate (including 
progressive tense).

Lower Key Stage 2
Range of sentences, including 
multi-clause sentences.
Use prepositions and adverbs for 
time/cause (before, soon, therefore).

Secure simple and progressive tenses; 
begin present perfect (“I have…”).
More confident use of multi-clause 
structures with varied conjunctions.

Upper Key Stage 2
Accurate tense use and 
subject-verb agreement.
Use modal verbs (might, 
should, must).
Use relative clauses.
Use a full range of 
punctuation: 

• commas
• brackets
• dashes
• apostrophes
• speech 

punctuation
• semi-colons / 

colons
Use punctuation for 
parenthesis.
Confident use of all taught 
grammar & punctuation.
Sophisticated clause 
structures and varied 
sentence forms.

 More ambitious cohesion using conjunctions, prepositions, adverbs.
Use commas after fronted adverbials
Use apostrophe for plural possession
Punctuate direct speech with inverted commas
Know the difference between standard and non-standard English



Progression of Writing Skills: 

Composition, Structure & Effect 

Progression

Key Stage 1
• Sequence simple ideas.

• Write simply and clearly 

about real events.

• Start forming coherent 

short narratives.

Lower Key Stage 2
• Understand features of 

different text types.

• Create simple settings and 

characters.

• Begin using paragraphs.

• Vocabulary becomes richer 

and more varied.

• Greater ambition and variety 

in vocabulary.

• Stronger paragraphing.

• Increased cohesion across 

writing.

Upper Key Stage 2
• Adapt writing to audience 

and purpose.

• Use clause structures 

deliberately for effect.

• Cohesion achieved through: 

o pronouns

o adverbials

o tense control

• Create atmosphere; develop 

setting and characterisation.

• Write dialogue that advances 

action.

• Writing shows precision and 

control for audience & 

purpose.

• Sustained cohesion across 

whole texts.

• Dialogue, atmosphere and 

description used strategically.

• Writing is increasingly concise, 

especially in non-fiction.

 



Progression of Writing Skills: 

Spelling
Key Stage 1
• Spell using Year 1 

phonics.

• Most spellings 

phonetically plausible; 

many correct.

Lower Key Stage 2
• Year-group appropriate 

spelling; KS1 phonics and 

common exception words 

secure.

• Spelling appropriate to year 

group; secure KS1 spelling and 

CEWs.

Upper Key Stage 2
• Spell Y3/4 words correctly; 

some Y5/6 words.

• Spell Y3/4 and many Y5/6 

words correctly.
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