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With respect, kindness and resilience, we flourish together.

Celebrating Everyone in Our School Community

At our school, we believe that every child, family and member of staff should feel
welcomed, valued and respected. One of the things that makes our community so
special is the rich variety of backgrounds, experiences, cultures, beliefs and talents
that we bring together each day. Throughout the year, children learn about the
protected characteristics through assemblies, class discussions, stories and our
wider curriculum. These learning opportunities help our pupils understand that
everyone is unique and that our differences should be celebrated, not simply
accepted. We are proud to be an inclusive school where kindness, respect and
belonging are at the heart of everything we do. We encourage our children to be
curious about the world around them, to listen to different perspectives and to treat
others with compassion and understanding. By doing this, we help them develop
the confidence and empathy needed to become thoughtful, responsible citizens. In
our classrooms and around the school, we work hard to ensure that every child
feels seen, heard and valued. Whether celebrating different cultures and faiths,
supporting children with additional needs, or promoting fairness and equality, we
want every member of our school family to know that they belong here. Together,
we are creating a community where everyone is encouraged to be themselves,
where differences are celebrated, and where every child can flourish and achieve
their very best. Thank you for helping us make our school such a welcoming and

inclusive place for all.

Ms Gabby Stevens

Acting Headteacher
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This week, the Nursery and Reception children have been
reading the story Clean Up. The story is about a young girl who
visits the beach and discovers lots of rubbish. She works hard
to collect and dispose of the litter to help keep animals safe
frem harm.

Througheout the week, the children have been learning about
the importance of putting rubbish in the bin, recycling, and
looking after our environment. We have also enjoyed reading
other books linked to this theme, including Duffy's Lucky
Escape. To put their learning into practice, the children took
part in a litter pick around the school grounds and were
fantastic environmental helpers!

This has been a very important topic, and the children have
shown great enthusiasm and compassion for protecting animals
and caring for the world around them.

Perhaps you could continue this learning at home by taking a
walk around your local community and helping to pick up litter
safely with an adult. You could also talk about different ways
your family can reduce waste, recycle, and help protect
wildlife.

This week, Year 1 and 2 have been busy finishing
s : their own versions of Little Red Riding Hood. The
TRed Tt Yo 8 children have enjoyed learning and discussing
b lﬁcg:«xi A lots of new vocabulary, and it has been wonderful
to see many of them using these exciting new
words in their writing to make their stories even
more engaging. In Science, we have been
exploring different fruits and vegetables,
identifying their features and learning more
about where they come from. In History, we have
been learning about the past and present,
focusing on changes within living memory and
discussing how everyday life has changed over
time. We are very proud of all the hard work and
enthusiasm the children have shown this week!

Litile




Year 3 have been busy preparing
for our Parents assembly next
Wednesday!

Mrs. Gilkes has been teaching us
some Harvest songs, and we have
been creating our own Harvest
acrostic poem with Mrs. Bewes. We
can't wait to share this with you...

This week, year 5 finished writing their
own version of the poem, The
Malfeasance.

Many creative monsters were
imagined and brought to life through
amazing descriptive language.

We drafted, wrote up and created a
story board for our poems, next week
we will create our own illustrations.




Explorers

Year 6 have had an interesting
week with some children
completing bikeability, and others
doing cross country try-outs.

A highlight this week has been
watching our art project based on
plastic waste begin to take shape.
We hope you will be able to see it
around school very soon.

Protected Superheroes!
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This week the Explorers have been thinking
about Protected Characteristics. The children
thought about if they fall into any of the nine
categories or if they know anyone who does.
We had a group discussion
and the children came up
with some great ideas and
explanations.
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Exciting news... Last week, all our current and new Mental Health
Ambassadors took part in refresher training with Leanne from the
Children and Family Health Devon team. They are now ready to start or
continue their role!

They will be out on the playground at morning breaks, making mental
wellbeing posters to go up around school and coming up with more ideas
moving forward!

We wish them lots of luck in their new role!




Gwearing yellow

this World Mental
Health Day and

raising vital funds for

YoungMinds

Hello
Yellow

FRIDAY 9 OCT

M&S | YOUNGMINDS

Last week, Okehampton Primary proudly celebrated Hello Yellow Day,
with children wearing a yellow accessory to support mental health
awareness. It was wonderful to see so many taking part in this
important cause.

Including Gift Aid, our fundraising total is
currently £259.45!

If you would still like to donate, you can do so by scanning the below QR
code, or by accessing the link.

Thank you for helping make our 10th Hello Yellow Day such a bright
success!

https://fundraise.youngminds.org.uk/s/1061/1063

#HelloYellow M&S | YOUNGMINDS

Younghlinds: registored Charity in England (1018068) and Scotiand (SCO3GTO0)



https://fundraise.youngminds.org.uk/s/1061/6349

ABSENCE REPORTING, MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS & OFFICE
HOURS
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please

ensure you notify the school office by email or telephone
before 08:00am on the day of absence.

PLEASE NOTE: Absences should be report to the new email
address: absence@okehamptonprimary.org.uk or via
telephone: 01837 52866
For planned medical appointments, parents/carers must
inform the office in advance by completing the
S2 Absence/Holiday form, available on our website or at
reception:
https://www.okehampton-pri.devon.sch.uk/Parents/Forms-

and-Documents/

The completed form should be submitted either by hand or
via email, and must include evidence of the appointment
where possible.

We understand that emergency appointments can arise;
however, the school office must still be notified as soon as
possible.

Please note that the school office is open from 8:30am to
4:00pm, Monday to Friday, during term time.



https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/fighting-food-waste-and-feeding-families-in-the-heart-of-devon/
https://www.okehampton-pri.devon.sch.uk/Parents/Forms-and-Documents/
https://www.okehampton-pri.devon.sch.uk/Parents/Forms-and-Documents/
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Weather Reminder

With the weather being very unpredictable at the
moment, we encourage all children to bring a waterproof

coat to school every day. As we aim to get outside

whenever possible, having a coat will help children stay
comfortable and enjoy outdoor learning and play,
whatever the weather.
Thank you for your support.
in coats, especially when they have wet play during lunch
times.



Does your child have...

P o

a mild cold?

a mild cough?

a need for some extra care whilst recovering from absence?
a general feeling of being unwell?

RRRARR

worries they’ve shared with you?

Give
additional rest
breaks

Give extra
check-ins

Administer
medicine
(with a form)

. Contact you
Provide indoor Give support if they are

break spaces for managing too unwell
worries

Email absence@okehamptonprimary.org.uk to let us know they need something extra today




Photo Consents Reminder

You may have noticed that there have been fewer pupil photographs
featured in recent school newsletters. This is because we are
carefully adhering to the photo consent preferences recorded for
each child.

As previously communicated, we recently updated our photo
consent wording on Arbor to reflect developments in technology,
including artificial intelligence (Al). While the way we use
photographs in school has not changed, we ask all families to review
and confirm their preferences to ensure our records dre accurate
and up to date.

If you have not yet reviewed your child’s photo consents, please do
so via Arbor at your earliest convenience.

For information on accessing Arbor, please visit:

https://www.okehampton-pri.devon.sch.uk/Parents/Arbor-

Schoolgateway/

If you have any problems or cannot access Arbor we do have

hardcopies available at the office.



https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/fighting-food-waste-and-feeding-families-in-the-heart-of-devon/
https://www.okehampton-pri.devon.sch.uk/Parents/Arbor-Schoolgateway/
https://www.okehampton-pri.devon.sch.uk/Parents/Arbor-Schoolgateway/
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Year 6 are collecting at least 800
clean, large plastic bottles and
other large recyclable plastic items
for an exciting upcoming art
project.

We would be very grateful for any
suitable items you can donate.
Please ensure all items are clean
before sending them into school.



https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/fighting-food-waste-and-feeding-families-in-the-heart-of-devon/
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Please ensure all school uniform and

belongings are clearly labelled with

your child's name. Since the start of
term, we have collected over 50
unmarked items in lost property.

If your child has lost any belongings,
please ask them to speak to their
teacher, who can help them check lost
property. We also encourage children
to take care of and keep track of their
belongings while at school.



https://faresharesouthwest.org.uk/fighting-food-waste-and-feeding-families-in-the-heart-of-devon/

OCRA YEAR 4,5 & 6 GIRLS FOOTBALL

© Okehampton College © VARIOUS

YEAR 4 RESIDENTIAL INFO SESSION - PARENTS
@ OPS - KES TOR © 3:30PM
BIKEABILITY WEEK YEAR 6 - GROUP 3 & 4

O OPS © 09:15AM
YEAR 3 HARVEST PERFORMANCE

© OPS © 2:45 PM

PARENTS EVENING

O OPS © 3:30 PM
PARENTS EVENING

O OPS © 3:30 PM
RECEPTION OPEN AFTERNOON

O OPS ©1:30 PM

SEN PARENT FORUM

O OPS © 09:30 AM
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"K The Green Box Project - /-

_ 2 ot Okehampton Primary School is looking for
more volunteers' vV y el

&0

" What you'll be doing’

Volunteers are needed to . ) Tasks are fun and can
join a friendly team on Th'? 260 envtronm:el?tul involve receiving the food
Thursdays, even if you only ~ Project and an exciting  gelivery, stock taking,
have an hour to give on scheme to be part of. making up the boxes with a

occasional weeks. . y variety of foods, or selling
\ ﬂ - - the boxes to families.
. - ,
Bl
OKEHAMPTON R

PRIMARY SCHooL 7~
Volunteers: 12:30pm - 3:45pm

Help for part or all of the session,
your time is appreciated and valued.

Customers: 3pm - 3:45pm ¥ |

All parents are welcome to come
and take advantage of this fantastic
deal for Okehampton families,
which also helps the environment!

For just £2.50, you can get a whole box
of good quality surplus food, valued

at over £10! t?
. '
-

We look forward to seeing you there!

Please contact Melissa Trudgill at
mtrudgill@dmatschools.org.uk for more information = _

we would love to hear from you!




FRIDAY 23%° OCTOBER 2026 -
9:30 IN GREAT LINKS TOR AT
OKEHAMPTON PRIMARY

Miss Dart will be leading an informal information-sharing

session around anxiety in children. This will be a chance to

share resources, ideas and practical strategies, as well as
learn from one another about ways we can support
children who experience anxiety or worry in different

situations.

Understanding Anxiety

ANXIETY

AVOIDANCE

- SHORT-TERM
RELIEF

Understanding Anxiety

Anxiety is a feeling of worry or fear when we expect tha
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RECEPTION
OPEN
AFTERNOONS

Meet our Teachers.
Explore our Classrooms.
Imagine your child's future with us.

Friday 23™ October 2026
Tuesday 3" November 2026 e
1:30pm - 2:30pm x @

Email admin@okehamptonprimary.org.uk ij
to book your place.
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(‘ > a *Activities subject to change, other activities always available § . ‘
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